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WANTED:
ALL FORD

COWBOYS &
COWGIRLS

SADDLE UP AND JOIN US FOR

MUSTANG
ROUND-UP
APRIL 21ST
5:00 - 8:00 PM

TICKETS GO ON SALE

APRIL 10TH!
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http://georgetownisd.org/ford

Jessica McMullen, Principal
Donna Barnes, Assistant Principal
Karen Cavanaugh, Counselor
Brenda Oser, Secretary

FORD MUSTANG ROUND-UP
FAMILY FUN NIGHT

FRIDAY, 04/21, 5-8 p.m.

Round up your boots and grab 
your partner for a fun filled 
western night with family and 
friends. Enjoy a Chick-fil-A sup-
per, root beer floats, a petting 
zoo, mechanical bull ride, and 
much more!

SCHOOL 
BEAUTIFICATION

Saturday, 04/01

Help pick up trash, plant 
flowers, pick weeds and 
make Ford Beautiful. 
Interested in helping? 
Contact Amber Sullivan, 
ambernicolesullivan@
gmail.com

MUSTANG MEALTIME 
@ DAIRY QUEEN

Thursday, 03/20, 
5:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Take the whole family 
and make sure to tell 
Dairy Queen you sup-
port Ford Elementary 
Mustangs!

Principal’s Pen
 We have had a full and busy spring semester so far, and I am so proud of everything that 
our Mustangs have been able to accomplish!!!
 I wanted to start by saying a HUGE THANK YOU to our librarian, Mrs. Thiel, and our 
fabulous library volunteers as Ford Elementary received 1st place in the Nation from 
Scholastic Book Fairs in the National Elementary School Contests.  We are SO very excited 
that our students will get to benefit from a visit from Pete the Cat Author, Eric Litwin at the 
end of April!   We also want to thank our campus Spring Family Night committee and parent 
volunteers for helping to organize our Ford Spring Family Night in February, complete with the 
Spring Happy Camper Book Fair, Family Picnics, and Dancing Under the Stars! It was so nice to 
see students ready for read alouds with our Read Dogs, families excited to be spending time 
together, and our Mustang family enjoying dancing on the dance floor!  We are also excited to 
announce that Mrs. Sabrina Alexander, 2nd grade teacher at Ford, has been nominated in 
a National Competition for Farmers Insurance Thank A Teacher Program.  Mrs. Alexander’s 
class could win a $2500 grant for her classroom with YOUR support & vote!  It’s simple – just 
go to www.thankamericasteachers.com each day, click “vote,” type in “McMullen” under the 
search, and vote for Mrs. Alexander’s nomination EACH day through March!  We appreciate 
your time in helping us spotlight how Mrs. Alexander (and so many teachers at Ford) are mak-
ing a difference in our students’ lives!  Your vote counts!
 March will be filled with many opportunities for our students to shine and parents to 
be involved in many ways. March already began with our 4th grade Wax Museum and our 
amazing 4th graders being featured on KVUE news!  We now have our very own 4th grade 
celebrities spreading the word about Texas History!  This was a great example of bringing the 
GISD Learner Profile to life, as students had choice and creativity in their learning through 
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Principal’s Pen continued...

Wow, I can’t be-
lieve we are almost 

at Spring Break!  We 
are finishing up Respect 

and having our 3rd Mus-
tang Market.  It seems to be 

going well for all.  In guidance 
classes, I did some lessons that 

would focus on respect.  For kindergarten, I read the book It’s 
Okay to be Different by Todd Pharr.  This book looks at how 
we can be different for many reasons such as:  color of our 
hair, our skin color, height, eye color and what we like or dislike.  
The students got to see how different their class was as they 
observed each other’s differences.  For first grade, we read 
a book called The Bubble Wrap Queen by Julia Cook which 
looks at respecting safety. The book focuses on respecting 
our parents, our house, school, medicines.  We talked about 
if we were all bubbled wrapped like in the story, it would pro-
tect us, but if we take care of the BASICS (Be Aware and Safe 
In Common Situations), then we would not need bubble wrap 
to protect us from dangerous things.   Things like stairs in our 
house, the tricky bars on the playground or riding our bikes or 
examples of when we could fall or get hurt. We can protect our-
selves by respecting and knowing the rules ahead of time and 
practicing them daily.  At the end of the lesson, the students 

each received a sample of bubble wrap to pop.  They loved it, 
and it of course can be used if you are angry.  One student said, 
“You could just use it to have fun!”  In second grade, we read 
Personal Space Camp by Julia Cook.  This book talks about 
what is personal space and uses examples to show how it 
might look if you didn’t have personal space.  We role played 
talking to friend vs stranger (distance between each oth-
er- comfort zone changes).  We role played talking quietly vs. 
loudly to each other based on proximity.  We layed down on the 
floor to show that you cannot learn that way and your personal 
space got smaller.  We also got the hula hoops out to demon-
strate that when we sit in our hula hoop, this is our personal 
space inside.  I then had them share the hula hoop to show our 
personal space got smaller and then even had three people to 
a hula hoop to show our comfort zone may have changed due 
to the proximity of each other.  We usually do not like when our 
personal space is invaded.

For 3-5th graders, we will continue with respect and work on 
forgiveness as that is our next character trait.

Let’s continue to make good choices, the choice is always yours.

Thanks,
Mrs. Cavanaugh

collaboration and communication with others and persevered through presentations in front of many audiences!  We 
are so proud of what they modeled for all of our school community with their learning! 
 Ahead in March, although we have our first round of State Testing (STAAR) coming up for our 4th & 5th 
graders at the end of this month (March 28-30th), we are more focused on continuing engaging, meaningful, 
and valuable work for our students beyond a state assessment.  Although we do not mind being accountable 
through assessments, we know that our Mustangs will be successful because they are demonstrating problem solv-
ing, creativeness, and critical thinking far beyond what a test can measure.  However, we appreciate our parents in 
helping to build our Mustangs’ confidence and partnering with school to make learning the focus every day!
 Parents, we need your help as we continue to monitor our car rider lines and work on traffic flow.  Please 
remember that the safest place to drop your child off in the mornings is through our front car rider line and not 
the front parking lot.  We do ask that if you are going to use the front parking lot for any reason, that you park your 
car in a designated parking space and walk with your child through the cross walk.  Please remember that although 
there is usually a short line for our car rider line, the line of cars moves quite quickly and is the safest way to drop 
your child off for school each morning, as the parking lot is an unsafe drop off area.  We have many members of our 
student safety patrol who are eager to welcome your child to Ford each morning!  
 Don’t forget that Spring Break will take place from March 13th through the 17th. School will resume on 
Monday, March 20th.  We hope that all of our students enjoy this time off and return to school ready to work hard 
in pursuing their goals.  In closing, let us strive to continue to be supportive of each child, bring our very best selves 
to school each day, and work together for our collective present and future.  Thank you for reinforcing our Mustang 
Pride with your child at home.  Together, we truly do make a difference in the lives of our Mustangs, and we are 
grateful to have so much support, encouragement, and involvement from our Mustang family!
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P.E. NEWS FROM COACH STEVENSON

Students and teachers partic-
ipated in National Wear Red 
day on February 3 to raise 
awareness about heart dis-
ease.  In class we reviewed 
the anatomy of the heart, 
learned about the warning 
signs of heart disease, the 
importance of knowing fam-
ily medical history, the im-
portance of going for regular 
medical check-ups, and how 
to help someone in an emer-
gency situation.

During the month of February 
students completed a hand 
dribble and shooting unit.  
Students improved at drib-
bling, catching, passing, jump 
stops, lay ups and shooting at 
a target or basket.  A favorite 
team game was “pass, dribble, 
shoot, score” where students 
worked cooperatively with a 
small group to pass (over the 
head like a relay line) and then 
the last person dribbled, shot 
and scored from designated 
spots.  If students made either 
of the two attempted shots to-

ward the basket, then they took 
the spot back to their team.

Also during the month of Feb-
ruary students began a striking 
with equipment unit.  The activ-
ities included scooter hockey 
and striking a ball off a base-
ball tee.  Grades 3-5 partici-
pated in a district wide fitness 
test.  It involved a 5 minute 
AMRAP (As Many Reps As Pos-
sible- 5 burpees, 10 sit-ups and 
10 squats and repeat until 5 
minutes is over), a JUMP JUMP 
WOD (Workout Of the Day- 1 
minute of burpees, 1 minute of 
rest and 1 minute of jump rope) 
and a MILE RUN.  In September 
students in grades 3-5 partici-
pated in the benchmark test 
and we calculated their growth 
percentages.  This fitness test 
proved to be challenging but 
many students showed grit and 
gave awesome efforts! 

Upcoming actitives included 
in the striking with equipment 
unit: tennis, hockey, badmin-
ton and lacrosse.

Photos from Chase the Chief 2017 
Top Left: Ary Hawes (Gr 5) and Walker Hawes (Kinder) 
Top Right: McDonnell family, Kendall (Gr 2) and Kaleb (Gr 2), 
parents Rachel and Jeremy
Below: Ashlynne Grasse (Gr 5) Coach Stevenson and Ava  
Sieckmann (Gr 5).
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Mustang Music

Art News! Agnieszka Szatkowski, Art Teacher

Currently in the classroom, all students are working on 
projects that follow the elements of art.  Kindergarteners 
are finishing their Kinder Art Books and will move on to 3-D 
projects.  First graders painted secondary colors and will 
be using them to create an original artwork.  Second grad-
ers are in the process of creating their family inspired To-
tem Poles. Third graders are still working on self-portraits, 
using symmetry, balance and proportion.  However, they 
took a little break from their self-portraits and are creating 
coil pots.  Fourth graders looked at the artwork of Wayne 
Thiebaud and are creating lidded containers, based on the 
famous dessert paintings.  Fifth graders finished their 
Freedom Quilt.  Please come and see it!  It is currently on 
display on the stage in our cafeteria.  Fifth graders began 
their functional gargoyle inspired ceramic project.

ART 
CLUB!

This semester the students 

will continue creating their 

own original ceramic, draw-

ing and painting artwork.

Mattie Kotzur, Music Teacher

A HUGE thank you to the 5th grade 
parents for a generous Christmas 
gift this past holiday season! Your 
continuous support to the Specials 
team year-round is greatly appreci-
ated. 

This year in the music classroom, 
students have been enjoying sing-
ing a variety of songs and learning 
new instruments. The 3rd, 4th, and 
5th grades have been hard at work 
learning to play their recorders, 
earning colored belts by testing 
off songs for Recorder Karate. We 
already have four 5th graders with 
their black belts, and it’s not even 

spring break! Wow! 

Some of our songs in the classroom 
this year are from popular movies, 
like Zootopia, The Peanuts Movie, 
and Moana. Students love adding 
choreography and percussion parts 

to their favorite songs. We look for-
ward to days when we can jam out! 

Music clubs meet after school on 
Tuesday and Thursday from 3:15-
4:00. Choir club is working on  
preparing a program for the Red 
Poppy Festival in April, filled with 
fun movie music from Spider Man 
to Hairspray. Students in Instrument 
Ensemble are developing great tech-
nique on the mallet instruments like 
the xylophone, as well as learning to 
read music while playing the Tubano 
drums and Boom Whackers. We are 
so lucky to have such hard-working 
musicians here at Ford! 

Please email me at szatkowskia@georgetownisd.org, or  
call at 512-943-5180, ext. 7937, to find out how you can help. Thank you!

WANT TO BE A VOLUNTEER IN ART?
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It’s always S’more FUN 
in the Ford Library!

Thank you to everyone that participated in the 
Spring Scholastic Book Fair!  Thanks to your 

generous support we purchased new books for 
our Library collection and our Literacy Room! 

A BIG thank you to Logan Na-
tions, our Book Fair Coordinator, and Melis-
sa, Foster, our Volunteer Coordinator for all 
their hard work on the Book Fair!  Our team 
of volunteers donated countless hours and 

energy to make the fair a success! 

Also, we want to thank our generous sponsors for providing 
discounts, prizes, gift cards, and more to the Library!

The amazing sponsors of our Ford Book Fair: 
HEB, Jimmy John’s, Target, Uncle Buck’s, Bass Pro Shop, 

and READ Dogs of Sun City.  

Eric Litwin Visits 
Ford ElemEntary!

AYE Mateys!  Did you hear the great 
news?  Our Fall Scholastic Book Fair, 
A Reader’s Life for Me, won FIRST 
place in the nationwide Scholastic 
Book Fair contest!  Logan Nations, 
our Book Fair Coordinator, and Mrs. 
Thiel submitted a scrapbook, a 500 

word essay, and a video of our fair.  Parent participation, 
community involvement, decorations, reading programs, and 
principal involvement were all taken into consideration!  We 
won Scholastic dollars which will help us purchase BookFlix!  
We also won a visit with Eric Litwin, the author of the first 
4 Pete the Cat books.  Mr. Litwin will be visiting on Friday, 
April 28th.  You can pre-order an Eric Litwin book!  Forms 
available on the Ford website! 
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Collect Box Tops through-
out the 2016-2017 year 

and place them in the box 
located outside of the  

front office!

When submitting your Box 
Tops, please ensure all 
submitted Box Tops are 

NEATLY trimmed and  
NOT expired. 

Attach Box Tops to the col-
lection sheet using tape or 

glue. Please do not  
use staples. 

You can also submit Box 
Tops in a sealed bag.

Box Tops that are expired 
and/or do not have the  

entire date visible on the 
Box Top cannot be  

redeemed for our school. 

Additional collection sheets 
are available in the  
hallway across from  

the main office.

 Box Tops  
collected earns 
money for Ford 

Elementary!



NOTES
Wow!  I can’t believe it is already March and Spring is right around the corner!   There has 
been a spike in flu, flu-like illness and stomach virus across the district and Central Texas 
area.  Please remember to keep your student home with vomiting (even without fever), 
diarrhea or have a fever of 100.4 or greater and the must remain home until fever free for 
24 hours WITHOUT fever reducing medication (ibuprofen/Tylenol).  Please notify the clinic 
of flu diagnosis. 

March Happenings

Understanding the Impact of Inadequate Sleep

Physical Health Risks of 
Chronic Sleep Deficiency:

• Obesity
• Heart Disease
• High Blood pressure
• Diabetes
• Kidney Disease
• Stroke

March 9th – State mandated spinal screenings (5th

grade only)  Please email me at 
palmerp@georgetownisd.org or send a note if you 
do not want your child to participate.

March 10th – Maturation video (4th and 5th grades 
only)

Adequate and restorative sleep is a fundamental requirement for 
physical health, emotional health and learning.  School age children 

should be getting at least 10 hours daily.  I’ve noticed as Spring 
approaches the days get longer and there is an increase in time demands 

associated with spring sports/extra-curricular activities.  The quality of 
sleep also seems to be impacted by our Central Texas allergies.

Emotional Health Risks of Chronic Sleep 
Deficiency:

• Difficulty controlling emotions/behavior
• Difficulty coping with change.
• Risk-taking behavior
• Sad
• Mood swings
• Depression
• Suicide

Impact on Learning:
• Memory consolidation is 

impaired affecting recall
• Increased difficulty paying 

attention.
• Decreased problem solving
• Difficulty with decision-making
• Impaired creativity
• Impaired motivation
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MARCH

news
KINDERGARTEN

How Parents Can Help

E Prepare materials at home for 
 activities we will do in school.
E Volunteer in the classroom to 
 work with small groups.
E Help with bulletin boards, filing 
 or other tasks in the classroom.
E Provide snacks for snack time.
E Praise and give your child 
 encouragement (even in the 
 little things.)

REMINDERS
March 09 Texas Day
March 13 - 17 Spring Break
March 20 Mustang Mealtime (5-9pm) Dairy Queen
March 24 Kona Ice
March 26 - 31 No Visitors Please (STAAR Testing)

A PEEK AT OUR WEEKS
February 27 - March 3 Storms
March 6-10  Ponies     
March 20-24  Rabbits

BY THE END OF THIS MONTH YOUR CHILD SHOULD KNOW:
• Letters of the alphabet and their sounds
• How to write first and last name
• Word Wall Words
• Counting to 100
• Numbers 1-50 (identify, write and match numeral to quantity)
• Beginning Concepts of addition & subtraction
• Identifying coins
• Patterns (ABC); sorting; number lines; one to one  
 correspondence; more and less, positional concepts
• How to understand the difference between wants and needs

PLEASE REMEMBER...
• Read to your child each night
• Have your child read to you 
• Practice counting and writing with your child
• Help your child study his/her spelling words for the spelling test  
 that is given every Friday
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To all the parents who  

volunteered to help at
 

the Valentine’s Party:

 
We had a great time!

Thank
You



We can’t believe that it’s already March! In Math, 
we’ve practiced counting coins to $1.00 and will 
now extend that learning into Personal Financial 
Literacy.  In Science, we’ve learned about dif-
ferent types of clouds. In Social Studies, we’ve 
enjoyed reading about famous Americans, like 
Ruby Bridges. In Language Arts, we’ve used vi-
sualization while reading and have learned about 
synonyms and antonyms. Here’s what we’ll be 
learning this month in all subjects:

 MATH 
• Fractions • Personal Financial Literacy

SCIENCE •Rocks 

SOCIAL STUDIES •Texas

LANGUAGE ARTS / READING
• Poetry • Multiple Meaning Words
• Drama • Make Inferences
• Dictionary Skills

February was an eventful month in 1st grade! 
On February 6th, we celebrated 100 day with Math Stations that were full of estimating, counting, 
and writing activities all about a 100. Also, students shared their amazing projects they created then 
visited all the other classrooms so we could see their projects as well.

In Social Studies, we learned all about George Washington and Abraham Lincoln through discus-
sion, books and videos. We took all the information we learned and put it on posters about the 2 pres-
idents. The best part was using the app Chatter Kid. As cooperative groups, we decided which presi-
dent we wanted and took turns talking in first person as we were that president. It was fun hearing our 
voices as the president talked.

Second graders have been so busy learning!

Third graders have a busy spring ahead of them!  
In Science, we’re learning all about animal traits and life cycles.  In Math, we are exploring mea-
surement with customary and metric units.  We also recently began our Young Author’s Projects 
in language arts, starting with some in depth animal research which will lead us into character 
sketches, a story board, and ending with an amazing one-of-kind published book!  The next few 
weeks will be packed full of creative writing and illustrating, so get ready!  There’s also a field trip in 
the works for April, so stay tuned!
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If you happened to visit on March 
2nd, our Wax Museum during the 
day, you may have seen an unfa-
miliar face with a fancy camera.  
Christy Millweard from Austin’s 
KVUE News made the trip out to 
our school to learn more about 
Texas History from our 4th grad-
ers.  She interviewed three of our 
students:  Ryan Paul, Raegan 
Ramirez, and Zoe Kriskey.  Ms. 
Millweard was so impressed with 
our 4th graders that she spent 
extra time visiting as many Mus-
tangs as she could to hear the 
individual presentations as well 
as enjoying our finale.  In the end, 
a very special report aired on 
KVUE at 5:00 featuring our Wax 
Museum.  

After the report aired, our stu-
dents began arriving at the Wil-
liamson County Courthouse at 
6:00 for a memorable evening 
of Texas Celebrations.  A record 
number of visitors came out to 
hear 92 of our 4th graders pres-
ent their presentations about 
their Texan.  In the end, the crowd 
gathered in the historic courtroom 
on the second floor.  The finale in-
cluded a short presentation about 
the pride of being a Texan.  This 
presentation, written by Adeline 

Jansson and Tucker Duggan, 
highlighted those Texans who 
fought for the independence 
of Texas from Mexico in 1836 
because they “paved the way” 
for the Texans that were present-
ed in the Wax Museum.  In the 

end, it was a roof-raising event 
as the anthem of children singing 
Texas, Our Texas echoed through 
the historical building before the 
final song sent the children into a 
foot-stomping frenzy singing Deep 
in the Heart of Texas.  A Tex-
as-sized ovation brought everyone 
in the room to their feet where you 
just couldn’t help to be a PROUD 
Texas student, Texas parent and 
especially a Texas teacher.  

Mrs. Morelli and Mrs. Buckley 
are extremely proud of this year’s 
Wax Museum.  Our students 
worked hard, and we are thank-
ful for all who helped us make it 
such a great success.  

From Mrs. Urban:  
4th grade scientists have been 
getting dirty these last two 
weeks.  Not only have we learned 
the properties of soil, we have also 
learned which soil retains water 
best!  In the next few weeks, we 
will begin a unit on weathering, 
erosion, and deposition by wind, 
water, and ice.  We will also dig 
deeper into constructive and de-
structive forces to determine how 
these forces change surfaces and 
landforms.  

From Mrs. Pitkethley and 
Ms. Leimer:  
In math, we have finished up 
our unit on customary and met-
ric measurement.  We are now 
working on area and perimeter.  
Students will do a variety of 
activities to practice finding area 
and perimeter including using 
versatiles, completing task card 
scoots, TTM, and Prodigy.  Please 
encourage your child to use TTM 
at least twice a week.  This is a 
great district program to strength-
en math skills. 

The Stars of Texas Independence Day 
were the biggest and brightest at the 4th grade Wax Museum!



Help pick up trash, plant flowers, pick weeds and make Ford Beautiful. Interested in helping? 
Contact Amber Sullivan, ambernicolesullivan@gmail.com

School Beautification will be April 1st

FIFTH GRADE
In Social Studies, we are finishing up on The Constitu-
tion and how it created a stronger government.  Then the 
students will play a game using scenarios to decide which 
branches of the government will resolve the situation.  
The game will demonstrate the “checks and balances” in 
our government.  After spring break, we will learn about 
the Bill of Rights and some of its key amendments.

In fifth grade reading, book clubs will be finished before 
spring break.  We are using all of our reading skills and 
are applying them to fiction and nonfiction passages. 
We are gradually using Google Classroom as a tool to 
engage more students.  Students can access Istation 
and Raz Kids through the Ford website to practice 
their reading skills.

In Science we kicked off our ecosystems unit by build-
ing terrariums for snails. The students have worked 
hard to provide excellent habitats for their snails and 

are enjoying observing their habits and watching them 
consume different plants and vegetables. We will ob-
serve the snails for two weeks and then release them 
back into their real habitat right before spring break. In 
our ecosystems unit we are studying food webs and 
how organisms depend on living and nonliving factors 
for survival.  Next, we will study plants and animals and 
their adaptations and life cycles more in depth.

In Math, we are beginning Topic 12: 2 dimensional 
figures.  This includes polygons, regular polygons, at-
tributes of figures, 3 types of angles (acute, right and 
obtuse), 6 types of triangles (right,acute, obtuse, sca-
lene, isosceles, and equilateral) , and quadrilaterals that 
include squares, rectangles, rhombuses, parallelograms, 
trapezoids, general quadrilaterals, and kites.  Afterwards, 
we will review 3 Dimensional figures such as prisms, 
pyramids, cones, cylinders, cubes, and spheres.  Fol-
lowing this topic, we will learn about measuring to find 
perimeter, area, and volume. 
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One Can
Two Can
Who Can
YOU Can

One Can make a difference.

Please save the dates of April 17-21 for our 
school can drive fundraiser.

We will have a trailer available at the school for  
can drop off. Thank you for supporting our school!



ALL FORD COWBOY’S & COWGIRL’S
SADDLE UP AND JOIN US FOR FORD’S 

MUSTANG ROUND-UP
APRIL 21ST, 2017 5-8PM

Round up your boots and grab your partner 
for a fun filled western night with family and friends.

CASH or CHECK EVENT ONLY

Early Bird Wristbands $15 per child ($5 off  siblings) $25 at the door
INCLUDED IN WRISTBANDS 

1 Photo booth Entry!, Live performances! ,Western Bounce House! Mechanical bull ride! ,Petting Zoo!,
Train ride!, 1 Face Paint!, Pony Rides!, Silly String Corral!, Dance lessons!, Calf roping!Sling em’ pop em’
Balloon pop!, Sarsaparilla Shoot out!, Sac Races!, DJ! AND SO MUCH MORE!!

NOT INCLUDED
ALL FOOD & DRINK, Silent Auction , CLASS BASKET TICKETS, JAIL HOUSE

Contact ALICIA OLIVIERI-MADSEN for any questions!
432-288-4820

aliciaolivieri@ymail.com

No one is above the Law! Watch out! Sheriff McMullen might see fit to
throw you in JAIL so don’t forget your bail money!

Enjoy Chickfila , Fruit, Chips, Ice Tea & All the Fixins’ for supper!
Then head over to the Saloon for a Root beer Float and Smores

by the camp fire!  



HAY FORD FAMILIES!!! –
Do you have a few hay barrels we could borrow for 

our event?  

A tractor 

Rope

Cow Skull 

Or any other WESTERN themed items to make our 
ROUND UP AMAZING!!

We can arrange pick up as well! 

We appreciate your time and attention!



FORD PTA NOMINATING FORM 2017-2018 

If you are interested in volunteering to be part of the FABULOUS FORD PTA Board for the 2017-2018 
school year THS IS THE FORM FOR YOU!!! 

We are looking for volunteers who are excited about making Ford the best school possible for our 
students. Our board will consist of four Elected Officers, one Parliamentarian, four Standing Committee 
Chairs, a PTA Council Delegate, the Ford Principal, and a Ford Teacher Liaison. The Standing Committee 
Chairs will facilitate Coordinators. The Coordinators will be responsible for the various activities put on 
by our PTA.  

*******YES! You can be a Coordinator and a Committee Chair!!******* 

Meeting Frequency: Executive Board Members are required to attend all board and general meetings. 
Coordinators are encourages to attend all general meetings and are welcome to attend Executive Board 
meetings. 

Please read the “job” descriptions included with this form. Please choose your top three choices and 
write why you feel you would be a good candidate for this position on the back. Turn this form into the 
school office by FRIDAY MARCH 10th. If you send it to school with your child, please put it in an 
envelope (since all responses are confidential and will only be shared with the nominating committee) 

If you have any questions, please contact Mikala Handakas (Ford PTA President) at 301-520-3929 or 
mikalahandakas7@gmail.com. 

 

Name: ______________________________ Phone: _________________________________________ 

E-Mail:___________________________________________________________________________ 

YES! I want to serve on the PTA Board for the 2017-2018 year! 

1st Choice:__________________________________________________________________________ 

2nd Choice:___________________________________________________________________________ 

3rd Choice:___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Please submit the above form in the envelope marked NOMINATING COMMITTEE located in the office of Ford 
Elementary. All responses are confidential and will be shared with the nominating committee only. 

(Descriptions of positions attached)  
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Choice 1:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Choice 2:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Choice 3:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reason:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Please include any other information that you feel we need to know about you. 
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2017-2018 Ford PTA Job Descriptions 
 

Executive Board Positions: 

Elected Officers: 

All elected officers shall fulfill the duties as listed in the By-laws and Standing Rules. 

President-Coordinate the work of all officers and committees. Presides over all PTA meetings. 
Meets with the Principal at the beginning of the school year to see what the needs of the school 
are. Plan out the school year PTA calendar with the Principal.  

Busiest Times of Year: Busiest at the beginning of the year but flattens out quite soon; additional special 
projects throughout the year as well as monthly meetings 

Vice President-Assist the PTA President. Preside over meetings in the absence of the 
President. Plan monthly Mustang Mealtime locations as well as Membership. Memberships 
responsibilities include encourage Students, Parents, Staff and the community to join Ford PTA. 
Report membership to Texas PTA within five days of members joining. Become familiar with the 
structure of membership dues. Texas PTA Provides membership cards to Local PTAs during the 
summer based on previous year’s membership totals: cards should be distributed to members 
immediately upon joining.  

Busiest Times of Year: Busiest at the beginning of the year for Membership and organizing Mustang 
Mealtimes, flattens out once January  

Secretary-Record the minutes of all Board and General PTA Meetings. Retain accurate records 
of activities. Facilitate the actives of the Membership Coordinator.  Meetings typical last 1 hour 
on a occasionally they will run longer. 

Busiest Times of Year: Once per month for Membership and Board Meetings 

Treasurer- Keeps books of accounts and record. Present financial reports at meetings. 
Facilitate activities such as Fall Fundraising, Spring Fundraising, T-shirts, and school Supply 
Coordinators.  

Busiest Times of Year: Busiest at the beginning of the year but flattens out quite soon once you get the 
hang of it. Attends all PTA meetings, keeps on going budget and check writing.  

 



Ford PTA Communication Team 

 

Executive Board Parliamentarian (Executive Board Position)- This is not an elected 
position. This position is chosen by the President. The Parliamentarian advises the board of 
directors and members on matters of parliamentary procedure, and serves as a consultant, 
especially in a meeting, where only the chair has the authority to rule on questions of order or 
to answer parliamentary inquiries. If you have “parliamentary skills” please feel free to write 
that on the front of the form. (Approx. 1-2 hrs. a month) 

Communication Chair- the Communication Chair helps assist the Newsletter, Facebook, 
Website, Directory, and Council Delegate when needed as well as give status for them or fill in 
for the Parliamentarian in their absence at any PTA Board or Membership Meetings.  

Newsletter Coordinator- Creates and publishes a monthly PTA Newsletter by working with 
all areas of the PTA and school. (Approx. 2 hrs. of time a month) 

PTA Facebook Page Coordinator- Updates the PTA Facebook page with important 
information pertaining to the school and PTA.  (Approx.1 hour a week) 

PTA Website Coordinator- Updates the PTA Website with Sponsors, Mustang Mealtime 
and other PTA information. (Approx. 1 hour a week) 

Directory- Publish Student Directory (online)  

Busiest Times of Year: Busiest at the beginning of the year gathering forms and uploading information for 
completion in November.  

Council Delegate (Executive Board Position)- The Council Delegate is liaison between Ford 
PTA, and the Georgetown Council of PTA’s. Attends PTA Council meetings, held 3-4 times a 
year.  (Approx. 1 hour 3-4 times a year) 

 

 

 

(*= New PTA Position for 2017-2018 school year) 



Ford PTA Specials Team 

 

Library Coordinator- Organizes recruits and oversees schedule of library volunteers. Assist 
library activities (ex. Book Fair, Author Visits) 

Busiest Times of Year: Busiest at the beginning of the year organizing volunteer schedule, Fall Book fair and 
February for Spring Book fair  

*PE Coordinator/Healthy Life Styles-Because good mental and physical health are linked 
to learning ability and because good health is a critical predictor of future productivity, it is 
essential that Texas schools provide students with access to learning environments that support 
healthy lifestyles.  

• Create a Healthy Lifestyles Team. Including Principal, PTA President, PE Department, Cafeteria 
Manger, All Pro Dad’s and parents 

• Attend your District’s SHAC meetings and know your District’s Wellness Policy 
• Assess your schools needs via surveys, SHAC meetings, plus feedback from school faculty, staff 

and administration, local PTA leaders, parents and students 
• Attend Chase the Chief meetings and report back to Ford PTA board and members  
• Ensure that your school receives recognition: apply for the Local PTA Healthy Lifestyles Award 
• Coordinate healthy activities throughout the school such as Jazzercise night, Zumba Dance 

Night, etc.  
(Approx. 1-2 hours per month) 

*Art Coordinator- Organizes recruits and oversees schedule of art volunteers. Assist Art 
teacher with various activities (ex. Fine Art’s Night, Paint Night, Art Club) (Approx. 3-4 hours per 
month) 

*Music Coordinator- Organizes recruits and oversees schedule of music volunteers. Assist 
Music teacher with various activities (ex. Music Club, performances) (Approx. 3-4 hours per 
month) 

*Kindergarten Coordinator- Organize Kindergarten Tears and Cheers Breakfast and 
Kindergarten Round Up, Help coordinate Room Parents and other responsibilities such as 
Thursday Folders, classroom volunteers, classroom parties and anything the Kindergarten team 
is requesting. (Approx. 3-4 hours per month) 

(*= New PTA Position for 2017-2018 school year) 



Ford PTA Fundraiser Team 

Spirit T-shirts Coordinator- Coordinates all aspects of our school t-shirts, Designs T-shirts, Organizes 
ordering t-shirts, collecting money for t-shirts and distributing t-shirts. T-shirt sales are usually held twice 
a year. Busiest in August/September and November/December 

 

Spring Fundraiser Coordinator- Plans projects to be undertaken to earn money during the spring 
semester called Ford Family Fun Night and coordinate this event and recruit volunteers to help. This is 
the largest Ford fundraiser. Busiest after Holiday Break until after fundraiser (April/May) Approx. 2-4 hours per week 

 

Fall Fundraiser Coordinator-Research and present fundraising ideas to the board and membership for 
approval, Work with board to determine the two tax days for the year, coordinate fall fundraisers 
throughout the school year as needed to assist funding PTA programs and activities. Make sure all 
fundraisers comply with state, local and federal laws along with school district rules. Report to board 
and members outcome of the fundraiser. Plan projects to be undertaken to earn money during fall 
semester. Busiest in August-November. (Approx. 3-4 hours weekly at business time) 

 

*Winter Fundraiser Coordinator- Organize and plan a Santa Pancake Breakfast in December 
with teachers and staff. (Busiest during November-December) 

 

*Movie Fundraising Coordinator- Organize and plan 2-4 movie nights during the school year. 
(Approx. 3-6 hours a month 2-4 times a year) 

 

School Supplies Coordinator- Coordinates ordering dates, supplier and amount, Coordinates 
with teachers to update school supply lists and coordinates delivery of pre-packaged school 
supplies of the upcoming school year. Busiest in August helping previous coordinator organizes and hand out 
supplies and at the end of the year 

 

Box Tops Coordinator-Promote, collect and submit Box Tops. Organize Box Top contests 
throughout the school year. (Approx. 1-2 hours per month) 

(*= New PTA Position for 2017-2018 school year 



Ford PTA Student Enrichment Team 
Student Enrichment Chair- At Ford Elementary, we supplement our children’s education though the funding 
provided by Ford Elementary PTA, The PTA pays for student enrichment programs, activities and events such as 
UIL, Reflections, Safety Patrol, and Science Fair. The Student Enrichment Coordinator helps coordinate these 
enrichment activities with the Student Enrichment Team. The Student Enrichment Chair also attends all PTA 
Meetings and gives status for each coordinator below. (Approx. 2-3 hours a month) 

Volunteer Coordinator Chair- The focus of the Volunteer Coordinator Chair is to promote good relations 
between school and community. To determine and implement the best methods of recruiting volunteers to meet 
the needs of the school. (Approx. 2-4 hours a month) 

• Visit with your PTA President to plan ahead for the needs of the school and determine priorities for 
volunteer recruitment. 

• Become knowledgeable about the volunteer guidelines set by the school district  
• Survey teachers and staff regarding volunteers needs in the school 
• Survey potential volunteers to learn about their talents, interests and skills 
• Hold volunteer orientation meeting if needed 
• Set goals for volunteers for the school year  
• Recruit volunteers throughout the year 
• Recognize volunteers for their hard work 
• Evaluate volunteer program success after each event 

UIL Coordinator- Organizes, recruits, and oversees the UIL program from our school.  

Reflections Coordinator- Organize and implement the National PTA Art Contest in coordination with the Art 
Teacher, Submits winner pieces to Local/Unit level (Busiest times are between August-December) 

Safety Patrol Coordinator- Assists PE Coach with morning safety patrol. Get permission slips of 5th grade 
students interested in being on Safety Patrol (end of 4th grade) Have a meeting with the new safety patrol 
students, Assign the student their date and times for their duty. Organize end of year Safety Patrol Party. 

Environmental Awareness Coordinator- Meets with campus representatives, including principal and 
teachers who may be good resources (such as science, social studies, language arts, journalism, gifted teachers, 
librarians and club sponsors, etc.) to determine campus needs and interests related to the environment. He or She 
would develop a committee; familiarize yourself with environmental resources and organizations and select which 
topics you would like to pursue. Promote participation in American Recycles Day, Earth Day and Arbor Day. Work 
with community organizations that promote environmental priorities, such as Keep Texas Beautiful affiliates or 
environmental services in your city. Educate school personnel, students, and PTA members about environmental 
issues through newsletter articles, website and member programs. Encourage campus participation in community 
events and activities that promote “reduce-reuse-recycle” practices on our campus.  

 

(*= New PTA Position for 2017-2018 school year) 



Ford PTA Student Enrichment Team (continued) 
 

*All Pro Dad’s or other Dad Program Coordinator- Organize and implement a Dad’s group at 
Ford. By creating a group of Ford Dad’s/Grandfathers/Uncles to come monthly to participate in 
various activities with the students such as computer lab, gym, recess, etc.  

 

*STEM/Science Fair Coordinator- Coordinator will work with various Science teachers to 
organize the 2017-2018 Science/STEM fair at Ford.  

 
*Mobile Education/Assembly Coordinator- Research and organize several mobile education 
assembly’s throughout the school year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(*= New PTA Position for 2017-2018 school year) 



 

Ford PTA Mustang Team 
Family Enrichment- the Family Enrichment Chair creates a feeling of friendliness and warmth at each 
PTA Meeting by providing greeters, name tags, registration sheets, refreshments and other activities as 
planned. The chairman may provide special activities during such times as American Education Week, 
Texas Public Schools Week, National PTA Teacher Appreciation Week, etc. (Approx. 1-2 hours a month) 

 

Teacher Hospitality – Organizes monthly luncheons for the faculty and staff (potluck or themed), 
provides a sign up for potluck lunches, provide snacks for staff meetings  and show the teachers and 
staff how much they are appreciated during Teacher Appreciation week. (Approx. 1-2 hours a month) 

 

Grape Representative-Oversees all grade reps. Is Liaison between PTA Board, Grade Representatives, 
room parents and teachers. Coordinates with all Room Representatives and Lead Teachers regarding the 
three class parties (Christmas, Valentines and End of Year) address any other needs that the 
teacher/grades require  

 

*Mustang Market Coordinator – Organize volunteers for monthly Mustang Markets and volunteers to 
cut money. Help with setting up store and purchasing toys and various novelties. (Approx. 3-4 hours a 
month) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(*= New PTA Position for 2017-2018 school year) 

 


